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Käte Hamburger Kolleg Dynamics in the History of Religions between Asia and Europe, 
Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr-Universität Bochum

Joint Workshop between the Hebrew University 
Jerusalem and the Center for Religious Studies 
(CERES) of the Ruhr-Universität Bochum  

18 & 19 May 2017 | CERES Conference Room Ruhrpott

Conveners:

Eviatar Shulman (Jerusalem) & Carmen Meinert (Bochum)
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By Car: The quickest route is via the 
motorway junction Bochum/Witten, where 
the autobahns A43 and A44 meet. Simply 
take the exit Bochum-Querenburg, follow 
the signs to Bochum Zentrum to the cross-
roads of Universitätsstraße and Wasser-
straße. Take a u-turn left and continue this 
road for approx. 200 metres, until you reach 
Universitätsstraße 90a. Parking is possible 
in front and behind the building.

DIRECTIONS

Public Transportation: Take the U35 
CampusLinie towards Hustadt from the 
center of Bochum or Hauptbahnhof 
(central station) and get off at the station 
Wasserstraße. From there turn right and 
cross the street, then left cross the 
crossroads passing by the copy shop at the 
corner and continue for approx. 200 metres 
until you reach Universitätsstraße 90a. 

U35 station 
Wasserstrasse

 CERES Palais
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Thursday, 18 May 2017

09:30 - 09:45   Welcome Address & Introduction
 Eviatar Shulman (Jerusalem) & Carmen Meinert (Bochum) 

09:45 - 11:30         Session 1: Creative Interpretation
 Chair: Christian Frevel (Bochum) 

 Traditional Innovations or Innovative Traditions in the Religions 
of Ancient Mesopotamia: The Case of Akkadian Commentaries
 Uri Gabbay (Jerusalem)

 Books, Letters, and Missions: Three Versions of 'Tradition' in Late-
Antique Western Manichaeism
 Eduard Iricinshi (Bochum)

11:30 - 11:45    Coffee & Tea Break

11:45 - 01:00 Session 2: Identity and Tradition Building
Chair: Volkhard Krech (Bochum)

 Tradition and Identity
 Knut Stünkel (Bochum) 

 Tradition Building in the Zhuangzi?
Licia Di Giacinto (Bochum)

01:00 - 02:00   Lunch

02:00 - 03:45 Session 3: Living Traditions
Chair: Alexandra Cuffel (Bochum)

 Mapping Dynamic Religious Identity: Practice, Familiarity, and 
the Religious Repertoire Model
 Yonatan Nissim Gez (Jerusalem)

 Translating Tradition – Brahmins, Patrons and Stolen Sweets
Ophira Gamliel (Bochum) 

03:45 - 04:15    Coffee & Tea Break

04:15 - 06:00 Session 4: Degrees of Reflexivity
Chair: Nili Wazana (Jerusalem)

 Purity and Impurity in Qumran and in Qirqisānī's Kitāb al-Anwār 
wal-Marāqib
 Naphtali Meshel (Jerusalem)

 Cases of Inner Biblical Interpretation and the Reflexivity of 
Tradition
Christian Frevel (Bochum)

07:00  Dinner

09:30 - 11:15         Session 5: Foundational Narratives
 Chair: Carmen Meinert (Bochum) 

 Biblical Stories of Foundation: Between Sanctification of Place and 
Sanctification of Text
 Nili Wazana (Jerusalem)

 Stories (lo rgyus) in Tibetan Buddhist Religious Histories as 
Means of Tradition Building: The Example of the 'Bri gung bKa' 
brgyud pa
 Jan-Ulrich Sobisch (Erlangen)  

11:15 - 11:30    Coffee & Tea Break

11:30 - 01:15 Session 6: Imagination
Chair: Uri Gabbay (Jerusalem)

 The Tradition of Holy War in the Modern Era: Crusading and the 
Invented Past
 Adam Knobler (Bochum)

 Recollection of the Buddha as the Gravitational Center of 
Buddhism
Eviatar Shulman (Jerusalem)

01:15 - 02:15   Lunch

02:15 - 04:00 Session 7: Art and Transcendence
Chair: Kianoosh Rezania (Bochum)

 Whose Katabasis, Gyges, Georgios or Jirjis? Variations on the 
Theme of Descent
 Donna Shalev (Jerusalem)

 Mystic ‘Rites of Passage’
Taufik Deadlee (Jerusalem)

04:00 - 04:30    Coffee & Tea Break

04:30 - 05:30 Final Discussion
Chair: Eviatar Shulman (Jerusalem)
 Respondent: Naphtali Meshel (Jerusalem)

Friday, 19 May 2017

JOINT WORKSHOP OF


