Secularization has been the most prominent paradigm
for describing the dynamics between religion and society
in the 20" century. All over the world the constitutional
separation of state and church, of a religious and a
secular sphere has been recognized as one of the basic
principles of liberal constitutionalism. Yet, today the
concept and its implications for the future development of
modern societies are called into question: In countries all
over the world reverse processes of (re-)sacralization, of
a revival of religious groups and sentiments may go
along with economic and even political modernization.

Even in Europe the conceptual matrix of “secularization”
is comparatively young, much younger than the
phenomena we are used to describe with it. From here
the question arises whether the concept of secularization
is an adequate descriptive tool not only in regard to
societies traditionally less heavily dominated by a
religious sphere, but also in regard to Christian Europe.

Starting from these observations, we propose a four-fold
approach. Firstly, it seems fruitful to discuss
secularization as a concept we use to structure historical
and actual experience, rather than as an objectified and
quantifiable phenomenon. Secondly, such a semantic
approach will necessarily profit considerably from due
regard to historical semantics. Thirdly, the usefulness
and the limits of extension of this concept may become
even clearer through inter-cultural comparative studies.
And fourthly, in such inter-cultural comparison, the term
secularization should not be unquestioningly
superimposed; we therefore propose to use it
heuristically, butin all openness to possible conceptional
alternatives in looking at processes of de-legitimation of
tradition and reconfigurations of the relations between
“religion” and “politics” in non-European cultures.

For this endeavor, we would like to call together scholars
from various fields and backgrounds to discuss the
following questions with us: What gave rise and
momentum to the concept of secularization in Europe
and beyond? To what extent is the paradigm of
secularization at all useful for describing processes of
modernization in different cultural settings? How has the
concept of secularization been translated into and
applied in the respective home discourses, and has it
been used in corresponding politics? Which
conceptional alternatives to the dichotomy of the
“secular” and the “religious” or the “sacred” have been
developed, and to what purposes have they been
employed? How do political and institutional changes
relate to reconfigurations of the religious field, especially
in the context of nation building?
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Secularism, Re-sacralization, and Legitimation in
Buddhist Modernism

David McMahan (Santa Barbara, USA)

Ali Akbar Dehkhoda and Articulations of Secularism
in Constitutional Iran

Nahid Mozaffari (New York, USA)

Coffee-Break
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For all inquiries, please respond only to:
secularization2009@gmail.com

REGISTRATION

Please register via secularization2009@gmail.com
until November 10th. You will receive a registration
form, which provides you with all necessary
information. Your registration will be confirmed and
becomes binding as soon as the attendance fee is
paid. Members of the IKGF and of the Research
School are free of charge.

Attendance Fees 50 €
(incl. Lunch & Coffee Breaks
during the conference)

Concessions to students 30€
(upon presentation of proof)

ARRIVAL

By plane ortrain:

From Dusseldorf Airport via, or directly from, Bochum
Hauptbahnhof (Central Station) take the U35 towards
Bochum Querenburg (Hustadt) and get off at stop “Ruhr-
Universitat” (=) (Ticket needed: Preisstufe A).

The Veranstaltungszentrum is right behind the Audimax
(=).

By car:

Motorway A 43, interchange “Bochum-Witten”, exit at
“Bochum-Querenburg/Universitat” (exit no. 19).
UniversitatsstraBe direction Universitat/Zentrum, exit at
“Uni - Mitte” (%), about 2 km. Free parking is sign posted.
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