Modes and Models of Religious Attraction

The Annual Conference 2010 »Modes and Models of
Religious Attraction« of the Kate Hamburger Research
Consortium »Dynamics in the History of Religions
between Asia and Europe« will be a forum to discuss
different aspects of religious »attraction« in relation to the
dimensions »materiality« and »experience«. The term
»attraction« does not just address, in the same way as
physics terminology, a key aspect of dynamics in general,
but also, in the context of societal exchange processes, a
decisive factor in the emergence, condensation and
dissolution of religious networks of tradition. Our interest
lies less in personally identifiable members of the
charismatic movement or a diffuse agency as the authors
of religious attraction or indeed in their followers as
identifiable recipients of charismatic messages, but
instead far more on the energetic prerequisites of an
inter- and intra-religious power play that auratizes ritual
sites and objects, ascribes them a religious effect and
thus actually makes this effect possible in the first place.
Analogously, religious experience will not be exposed as
a psy-chological category, nor as an identification factor
within a subject-object dialectic, but rather as a
dynamically charged element in the context of religious
delimitation and repulsion processes.

Monday, 15 November 2010

17.00 h
18.30 h

20.00 h

Location: Musisches Zentrum, Ruhr-Universitit

Conference Reception

»Religiose Attraktion. Eine Trieb-Feder-Lese aus vier
Jahrtausenden«. Szenische Lesung mit Nadja Robiné
und Marco Massafra, Schauspielhaus Bochum
(in German, texts available in English on request)

Dinner

Tuesday, 16 November 2010

09.00 h

09.15 h

09.30 h

Location: Situation Kunst, Bochum Weitmar

Welcome Address
Volkhard Krech, Religious Studies, Bochum, Germany

SECTION |: THE CONCEPTUALISATION OF AURA,
CHARISMA AND TRANSCENDENCE

(Chair: Gesche Linde, Protestant Theology / Philosophy of
Religion, Frankfurt a.M. / Bochum, Germany)

Sacrifice, Martyrdom and the »Nachleben« of Religion,
Martin Treml, Religious Studies, Berlin, Germany

10.15 h

11.00 h
11.30 h

12.15h
13.00 h

1415 h

14.30 h

15.15h

16.00 h
16.30 h

17.15h
18.00 h

The Beauty of Simple Things: Simplicity and the Visual
Construction of the Divine in Ancient Greece,

loannis Mylonopoulos, Greek Art / Archaeology,

New York, USA

Coffee Break

Aura as Propensity. Towards a Non-Intentionalistic
Description of Attraction,
Knut Martin Stlinkel, Philosophy, Bochum, Germany

Plenary Discussion of Section |
Lunch

SECTION Il: CREATING TYPOLOGIES FOR CHARISMA
AND TRANSCENDENTAL EXPERIENCE

(Chair: Arie L. Molendijk, History of Christianity / Philosophy
of Religion, Groningen, Netherlands / Bochum, Germany)

Dream Divination and Dream Exorcism in Chinese
Household Encyclopedias,
Dimitri Drettas, Sinology, Erlangen, Germany

Between Mundane, Sanctified and Holy: Re-Defining
Jewish Ritual and Ceremonial Objects,

Naomi Feuchtwanger-Sarig, Jewish Art / Visual Culture
Research, Tel Aviv, Israel

Coffee Break

Materiality of Religion and the Aesthetic Dimensions of
Orientalism,

Sven Bretfeld, Religious Studies, Bochum, Germany
Plenary Discussion of Section Il

Departure for Dinner

Wednesday, 17 November 2010
Location: Situation Kunst, Bochum Weitmar

09.00 h

09.15h

10.00 h

10.45h
11.15h

12.00 h

SECTION Ill: RECONSTRUCTING AURATIC MATERIAL
(Chair: Marion Steinicke, Religious Studies, Bochum,
Germany)

Striving for Perfection in Central Asian Buddhism:
Non-Conceptionality as a Soteriological Pivot,
Carmen Meinert, Religious Studies / East Asian Studies,
Essen / Bochum, Germany

Embodied Transcendence: Energetic and Physical
Cultivation in Medieval Daoism,

Livia Kohn, Religious Studies / East Asian Studies,
Boston, USA

Coffee Break

Recreating an Ancient Attraction: The Buddha's Cave
and the Sixteen Pilgrimage Sites in Sri Lanka,

Kevin Trainor, South Asian Buddhist Traditions /

Ritual Studies, Burlington (VT), USA

Making Attractive what is Already Attractive: Roman
Catholicism in Early Modern South India, Between
Missionary Accommodation and Grassroot Syncretism,
Paolo Aranha, History / Religious Studies, Florence, ltaly

12.45h
14.30 h

15.15 h
16.00 h
16.30 h

18.30 h

Lunch

Creating Transcendental Feelings: Fantasies of the
Milky Way in the Contemporary Japanese Organiza-
tion World Mate,

Inken Prohl, Religious Studies, Heidelberg, Germany

Plenary Discussion of Section Il

Coffee Break

Visit of the »Situation Kunst« Art Collection (with
works by Maria Nordman, David Rabinowitch,
Richard Serra a.o.)

Departure for Dinner

Thursday, 18 Novem 010

Location: Situation Kunst, Bochum Weitmar

09.00 h

09.15h

10.00 h

10.45 h
11.15h

12.00 h

12.45h
14.30 h

15.15h
16.00 h
16.30 h

17.15h

SECTION IV: INTER- AND INTRA-RELIGIOUS DYNAMICS
OF TRANSCENDENTAL EXPERIENCE
(Chair: Heinz Georg Held, Cultural Studies, Pavia, Italy)

Religious Experience and the Origins of Jewish
Mysticism in Antiquity,

Christophe Nihan, Old Testament / Religious Studies,
Lausanne, Switzerland

»Dropping out« into Hasidism,
Ada Rapoport-Albert, Jewish History, London, UK

Coffee Break

Connecting Transcendent Attraction and Attractive
Objects: The Case of Elisabeth of Schonau,
Anne Clark, Medieval Christianity, Burlington (VT), USA

Enchanted by Indra's Net: Some Random Reflections on
Textual Images of Transcendence and their Role in
Religious Contacts,

Jorg Plassen, Religious Studies / East Asian Studies,
Bochum, Germany

Lunch

Innerworldly Transcendence as the Attractiveness of the
— Material — World to Come: The Third Reich,

Christoph Auffarth, Religious Studies, Bremen / Bochum,
Germany

Plenary Discussion of Section VI

Coffee Break

SUMMARY AND FINAL DISCUSSION

(Chair: Volkhard Krech, Religious Studies, Bochum,
Germany)

End of the Conference



CONFERENCE ORGANISATION

Dr. Silke Koster

Kate Hamburger Kolleg
»Dynamiken der Religionsgeschichte zwischen Asien
und Europa«
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum
SH1/185
UniversitatsstralRe 150

D - 44801 Bochum

Tel.: +49-234-32-23279

Fax: +49-234-32-14909
E-Mail: silke.koester@rub.de
www.ikgf-religions.de

REGISTRATION

Please register in writing. Your registration will be
confirmed and then becomes binding.

The deadline for registration is 29 October 2010.

Front Page lllustrations:
Caspar David Friedrich, Ménch am Meer,
Alte Nationalgalerie, Berlin,
Buddha (wood, Tumxug, China, 5th century CE),
Museum flr Asiatische Kunst, Berlin
(Foto: Jiirgen Liepe),
Visual Concept: Sung Yeon Cho / Heinz Georg Held

LOCATIONS

15 November 2010:
Musisches Zentrum
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum
Universitatsstralle 150

D - 44801 Bochum

=> U35 Haltestelle »Ruhr-Universitat«
=» Musisches Zentrum

o

16 — 18 November 2010:
Situation Kunst fir Max Imdahl
Nevelstralle 29

D - 44795 Bochum

From Bochum Hauptbahnhof (Central Station) take the U308 / 318

towards Hattingen / Dahlhausen and get off at stop = »Haus Weitmar«

(Ticket needed: Preisstufe A). The »Situation Kunst« is located in the
park of Haus Weitmar.
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