
The CEU Summer University announces the course 

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS BETWEEN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE INDIAN OCEAN: 
 CO-EXISTENCE AND CONFLICT 

JULY 10 – 21, 2017, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 

In cooperation with the ERC funded research project “Jews and Christians between the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean” and the European Association for Jewish Studies 

 

COURSE DIRECTORS 

Alexandra Cuffel, Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany 
Istvan Perczel, Medieval Studies, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary 

FACULTY 

Sophia Dege-Mueller, Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany 
Ophira Gamliel, Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany 

Verena Krebs, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 
Bar Kribus, Institute of Archaeology, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 

Radu Mustata, Department of Medieval Studies, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary  
Zara Pogossian, Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany 

Barbara Roggema, Center for Religious Studies, Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany 

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The course will introduce its students to the ways in which Jews and Christians interacted in the Mediterranean, the Middle East, the 
Caucasus and the Indian Ocean in the period between 600-1800 CE. This is the topic of a research project aiming at establishing a 
new area of study – relations between Jews and Eastern Christian communities from the rise of Islam to the end of the eighteenth 
century, marking the colonial conquest of Mughal dominated India. Thus, Islam as a majority and as a minority religion constitutes 
the background against which the new picture on Jews and Christians is being painted. The study of inter-religious dynamics is 
anchored in the framework of medieval and modern cultural history concerning a vast geographical area that encompasses seemingly 
disparate lands from Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean, through West Asia and the Caucasus, to South India, all connected 
through trade and travel. 

The course has two aims: 1) to disseminate the results of the research project; 2) to introduce the interested researchers/students 
into the required skills and methods (linguistic, philological and historiographic) that are needed for the exploration of this new field. 

It is open to students of religion, history and culture as well as to those of contemporary studies who would benefit from a deeper 
understanding and the reconceptualization of the present conflict zones. Participants will be invited to present their particular research 
topic and discuss it with their peers and the instructors. 

Application deadline: March 1, 2017 

Central European University's summer school (CEU SUN), established in 1996, is a program in English for graduate students, junior or post-
doctoral researchers, teachers and professionals. It offers high-level, research-oriented, interdisciplinary academic courses as well as work-
shops on policy issues for professional development, taught by internationally renowned scholars and policy experts (including CEU faculty).  

For further academic information on the course and on eligibility criteria and funding options, please visit the web site at 

https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/jewschristians-2017  

 

 

 

 
Non-discrimination policy statement: Central European University does not discriminate on the basis of – including, but not limited to – race, color, national 
and ethnic origin, religion, gender or sexual orientation in administering its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs. 
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