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Project Description 
The student research project "Ancient Religion(s) in Contact" (ARELINCO) enables students from the 
fields of religious studies, history, archaeology, philology, and related disciplines to combine historical 
research on religion with online publishing and knowledge transfer. The participants will carry out a 
student research project with the thematic focus "Religious Contact between East and West" and 
publish its results online on a joint project website. The research project is aimed at advanced B.A. as 
well as M.A. students who have sophisticated knowledge in the fields relevant to the project they plan 
to develop. Furthermore, the future participants should be interested in combining their historical 
research on religion with knowledge transfer/public outreach and digital humanities. 

The project's thematic framework comprises examining contemporary religious contact and conflict 
situations between Europe and the Near East and their possible precursors in antiquity. The students 
will explore distinctive case studies to illustrate the similarities and differences existed in regard to 
religious contacts in antiquity and the present. However, the focus of the examination should primarily 
lie on the historical case study. The comparative diachronic view should help to understand and classify 
contemporary conflicts adequately, such as the ongoing public discussions on religious dress-codes, 
religiously motivated violence, and processes of general inter-religious exchange and amalgamation. 

One major novelty of the course’s format is that the students not only write a scientific paper on a 
topic that they can locate within the thematic framework but also publish it together with the other 
students online on the project website to make it available to a broader audience. 

The research project consists of three parts: 

1. Firstly, the students write a research paper focused on a historically oriented case study. The 
report should deal with processes of religious contact and conflict between Europe and the 
Near East and establish references to current events (research part). 

2. Secondly, the students should prepare their selected topic in the context of the subjects 
developed by other students and make it accessible to a broader non-expert audience 
(knowledge transfer/public outreach). 

3. In a third step, the prepared research results should be published online on a project website 
and thus be made accessible to a broader audience (digital humanities/online publishing). 

The student research projects are accompanied by a close supervision of the lecturers, by regular 
meetings during the summer semester 2021, and by a three-part workshop series dealing with website 
creation, knowledge transfer/public outreach, and online publishing. The course aims to intensify the 
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students' competence in historical and religious studies and provide them with knowledge in web 
design, online publishing, and knowledge transfer, enabling them to make their research digitally 
accessible to a wider audience. 

In order to apply for participation, please send us a short application with a letter of motivation and a 
first project outline, including bibliographical references, to arelinco@rub.de by March 1, 2021. 
Students will receive 7 CP for accomplishing the research project (3 CP for the seminar and 4 CP for 
the research work). The first introductory and non-obligatory meeting will already take place on 
January 15, 2021 (10.00-12.00h). 

 

Contact 
Thomas Jurczyk 
Research Assistant, CERES 
Universitätsstr. 90a 
44701 Bochum 
thomas.jurczyk-q88@rub.de 
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